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Dear Sirs

Metro Lodge Limited t/a Bauhaus Hotel, 56-60 Langstane Place, Aberdeen
Application for Variation of Premises Licence, La Tasca, 367 Union Street,
Aberdeen AB11 6BT

We act for Metro Lodge Limited who trade as Bauhaus Hotel, 56-60 Langstane Place,
Aberdeen who have received details of an application to vary the premises licence at
La Tasca, 367 Union Street, Aberdeen AB11 6BT.

In essence, the variation is to change the operating plan (1) to include dance classes,
(2) to show televised sport in the bar and (3) to provide wine tastings for diners.

We should explain that our clients’” premises are at the rear of the premises occupied
by La Tasca in Union Street and in areas overlap them, in particular the back corridor
in the hotel where rooms 207/215 are situated directly above the La Tasca premises.

Since La Tasca commenced salsa dancing classes, our clients have on several
occasions had to complain to La Tasca management because of noise emanating from
their premises later on in the evening. The manager of Bauhaus Hotel, Sylvia Beaton
and her two other duty managers, met with very little cooperation from the
management of La Tasca when requesting them to turn down or off the music. The
La Tasca staff were often rude on the phone and even on occasions told our clients’
management that they could not hear what they were saying because of the noise!

Because of that, our clients formally complained to Environmental Health who
recommended that they keep a list detailing the occasions when there was a problem
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with noise. We enclose a copy of the list which details the worst incidents although there
have been other incidences of noise that have not been so disruptive.

The Licensing Board may well recall that because of one incident relating to noise
emanating from the top floor conference room, the premises licence for the hotel was
granted with a local condition that activities undertaken within the conference room must
not include amplified music after 2300 nor DJs at any time.

With regard to this application for variation, our clients, Metro Lodge Limited would wish
to make the following objection/representation.

Whilst they have no problem in general with the changes to the operating plan numbers 1,
2 and 3 as above stated, they would wish those activities only to occur if they did not
cause any inconvenience or upset to residents of the hotel. There have been several
complaints from residents about the noise coming from the salsa dancing classes at La
Tasca which has necessitated residents being moved to different rooms. The worst affected
rooms, as we stated, are rooms numbered 207-215.  Our clients believe that the salsa
dance classes started early in 2011 perhaps in January with a series of classes which were
then discontinued. Recently, the classes seem to have restarted as the noise complaints
have begun to reoccur.

Guests at the hotel tend to retire to bed around 10pm which is normally when the noise
complaints to La Tasca commence. Our clients would wish La Tasca to hold the dance
classes in such a way to minimise the noise impact on residents of The Bauhaus Hotel, in
particular, our clients would consider it appropriate for the Board to impose a local
condition on their licence that dance classes should cease at 10pm. They believe that to be
a fair compromise.

On a different but associated matter, our clients continue to complain to La Tasca about
the state of their refuse bins which are left outside the rear of their premises on Langstane
Place next to the hotel. The bins are left outside and not taken in which our clients
consider to be in breach of environmental health and perhaps planning and licensing
requirements. The bins are filthy and never cleaned. One bin in particular has no lid.
Seagulls daily remove rubbish from the bin creating a litter hazard in the area and in
particular outside the hotel. Again, our clients have complained to La Tasca management
in the past but the nuisance continues. We trust that La Tasca will be prepared to give
undertakings to the Board as to resolve this issue as well.



We would be grateful if you could acknowledge safe receipt of this letter and that it will
be placed before the Licensing Board of 18 October 2011 when the application will be

considered.

Yours faithfully

James & George Collie
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